6   OBJECTIVES OF HOME PLANNING AND FURNISHING
Owner's Personality. The personality of the owner deter-
mines the idea to be expressed in a home. Qualities sincerely
characteristic of the family that is to live with it should be the
basis for the home furnishing. An interest which has permanent
significance, and not a mere passing fad, should provide the in-
spiration for a plan of decorating and furnishing.
If a family likes to do things in a formal way with careful re-
gard for the conventions, that attitude should affect its choice in
architecture and in home furnishings. On the other hand, if a
family has an informal, domestic, stay-at-home attitude, it should
select a more picturesque, but simple, type of house and garden
and furnishings. A modern artist might create a distinctive effect
by making his own furniture at small cost, using a plain type of
furnishing corresponding to his own simple way of living.
A carefree and casual family that spends summer out-of-doors
and lives in a remodeled stable in the winter wants heavy, inde-
structible, and rough furniture. A traveled lady of sufficient means
and with a love of elegance may have her apartment done in a
sophisticated French fashion. An old-fashioned bride might like
the quaintness and simplicity of the Early American style as illus-
trated on page 102.
A certain writer of American Indian songs uses rather crude,
simple furniture with Indian rugs, baskets, and pottery. One cele-
brated flower-lover has a vine-covered house that is close to the
ground so that she can step right out among the flowers. The
indefinite or capricious type of person generally has a collection
of things that expresses her confused state of mind.
The fact that a family may contain several conflicting person-
alities may often make it necessary to effect a compromise as to
the idea expressed in a home. Common sense is a good guide in
this as in all other applications of theories* A house designed to
satisfy the needs of both the boys and the girls in a family should
be neither too delicate for the one, nor too rugged for the other*
It is not difficult for any family to decide whether it is more
formal or informal in its tastes. Usually it is also easy to deter-
mine whether a family leans more towards natural, subtle, or
Modem effects. With these decisions made, the selection of a
; suitable hotse arid appropriate funMings is simplified.

